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ABSTRACT 

This Missouri law-related education (LRE) guidebook 
for judges visiting classrooms and class visits to courtrooms is 
premised upon the belief that partnerships between judges and 
teachers will foster civic competence in students, help students 
avoid legal problems, enhance higher level skills such as analytical 
thinking, and increase students 1 respect for the law. Included in the 
booklet are guidelines for courtroom visits, classroom visits, and 
samples lesson plans for judges and teachers. Suggested lesson plan 
topics and lesson plans explained in the guidebook are: (1) "First 

Amendment and Teenagers"; (2) "How Are Jurors Chosen?" (3) "Every 
Bully Has a Right to an Attorney"; (4) "An Introduction to Juvenile 
Justice"; (5) "When Are Juveniles Treated as Adults?" and (6) "You Be 
the Sentencer!" The guidebook also contains a sample lesson plan 
using a videotape and a list of recommended LRE resources, including 
descriptions of videotapes, available from the Missouri Bar. (LH) 
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INTRODUCTION 



To live effectively and successfully in our society, citizens must understand the 
role of law in their lives. Our democracy is dependent on citizens who are not only 
knowledgeable but who are committed, active and law-abiding. Young people who 
understand our legal system are more likely to appreciate its value and respect the 
law. They will be prepared to integrate the law into their lives and use the legal 
system when they need it. As informed citizens, they will be ready to take part in the 
ongoing state and national discussion about improving the quality of justice in our 
society. 

Law-Related Education(LRE) teaches students to be informed, active citizens. 
LRE programs are designed to link the community with the classroom by encouraging 
lawyers, judges and other professionals to serve as resource persons to educators. 
Through this partnership, students at public and private schools learn about the rights 
and responsibilities of citizenship from those who work daily with our courts and legal 
system. 

At the very heart of our court system are judges. In an age where tradition and 
ceremony is sometimes forgotten, everyday in our courts learned men and women are 
donning the formal black robe of a judge to preside over proceedings where tradition 
and ceremony are the norm and order is imposed on disagreement and chaos. 

Judges have traditionally taken an active role in law-related education. Each 
year, during Law Week(around May 1), judges have been among the hundreds of 
lawyers who visit classrooms to explain their roles in the legal system. However, 
students and judges both will benefit from judges taking an even greater role in law 
related education. Partnerships between judges and classroom teachers will foster 
civic competence in students, help students avoid legal problems, enhance higher 
level skills such as analytical thinking and increase students’ respect for the law. In 
this day and age of overcrowded dockets and increasing incidents of juvenile crime, 
judges who take part in law-related education can reduce the likelihood that students 
will appear before them later as offenders of the law. 

This publication from The Missouri Bar provides guidelines for judges and 
educators for classroom visits. Included in the booklet are guidelines for courtroom 
visits, classroom visits and sample lesson plans for judges and teachers. 

This guidebook was compiled and edited by Millie Aulbur, Field Director for 
Law-Related Education and Jack Wax, Media Relations Director for The Missouri Bar. 
A special sub-committee of The Missouri Bar’s Advisory Committee on Citizenship 
Education and several judges from around the state provided guidance for this 
publication. A very special thanks to these people for their expert help: The late 
Honorable H. Michael Coburn, The Honorable Thomas J. Frawley, The Honorable 
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Robert M. Heller, The Honorable Patricia Joyce, The Honorable Dennis J. Kehm, The 
Honorable Timothy J. Patterson, Committee Chairperson William Bay, Julie Cole 
Agee, Geoff Allen, Karen Birgman, Donna Ham, Robert Hanson, Dr. Susan LaGrone, 
Elizabeth Ketcher, Linda Riekes and Dr. Warren Solomon. 



JUDGE 



AS A 

RESOURCE 

PERSON 



O 

ERIC 



6 



